Pléiades Neo well on track for launch mid-2020
@AirbusSpace #PléiadesNeo

Toulouse, 24 February 2020 – The first two Airbus-built Pléiades Neo imaging satellites
have started comprehensive environmental testing, to ensure they are ready for in-orbit
operation.
During the tests, the satellites are subjected to extreme temperatures and vacuum, vibration
and acoustic noise, as well as electromagnetic interference. This will ensure they can
withstand the harsh conditions they will experience during launch and their mission in orbit.
These first two new generation very high-resolution satellites are on schedule for launch as
planned in mid-2020. They will join the already world leading Airbus constellation of optical
and radar satellites, improving both the revisit and resolution capacities.
Entirely funded, manufactured, owned and operated by Airbus, Pléiades Neo will provide
institutional and commercial customers with high-level insights for the next 12 years. Each
satellite will be adding half a million km² per day at 30cm resolution to Airbus’ offering. The
images will be streamed into the OneAtlas on-line platform, thanks to an innovative cloudbased ground segment architecture, allowing customers to have immediate access to freshly
acquired and archived data as well as analytics.
***
About Airbus
Airbus is a global leader in aeronautics, space and related services. In 2019 it generated revenues of € 70 billion
and employed a workforce of around 135,000. Airbus offers the most comprehensive range of passenger
airliners. Airbus is also a European leader providing tanker, combat, transport and mission aircraft, as well as one
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of the world’s leading space companies. In helicopters, Airbus provides the most efficient civil and military
rotorcraft solutions worldwide.
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