
 

Toulouse, Paris, 11 February 2008 
 
SPOT 5 aiding glaciologists for International Polar Year 
 
The French space agency CNES and Spot Image are contributing to a number o
now underway for International Polar Year (IPY), for which they have built up 
imagery of the polar regions from SPOT 5’s HRS instrument (High Resolution Ste
warming today a chief concern, these data are giving scientists around the globe 
closer insight into the world’s changing ice cover. 
 
Satellite imagery is a vital tool for tracking temperate and polar ice cover. In this
instrument has the key ability to acquire stereopair imagery at a spatial resolutio
an area of 120 km x 600 km. 
 
CNES and Spot Image have launched the SPIRIT project (SPOT 5 stereoscopic sur
Reference Images and Topographies) in partnership with French survey and map
responsible for generating digital elevation model (DEM) products, and the LEGOS
oceanography research laboratory, principal investigator. The chief aims of this pr
 

- Image 2.5 million sq.km. of the Arctic and Antarctic regions, covering
and the coasts of Antarctica and Greenland. 

- Allow scientists around the world working on themes in line with IP
HRS archive through a dedicated Web interface. 

- Distribute DEM products free of charge to research laboratories app
them a baseline topography that until now has been lacking for stud
can map change in these regions. 

 
An initial imaging campaign in the Northern Hemisphere has already covered 8
regions. The ongoing Antarctic campaign has set out with the ambitious aim of c
of the ice sheet. 
 
Spot Image, the commercial operator of the SPOT satellites, is headquartered in
subsidiaries and offices in Australia, Brazil, China, Japan, Mexico, Peru, Singapore
It leverages a global network of partners, distributors and ground receiving stati
private-sector decision-makers worldwide. Spot Image is a leading supplier of geo
an extensive portfolio of multisensor, multiresolution products. 
 
France affirmed its space ambitions from a very early stage. As a result of its 
independent access to space and is a prime mover behind Europe's space p
cooperation. Over the years, CNES has built up end-to-end expertise in implem
working with expert contractors and research laboratories. Through its abili
foresight, it is helping to expand knowledge, foster the emergence of new techno
society and develop space applications. 
 
More information from: 
 
- Spot Image: Anne-Marie Bernard, 33 (0)5 62 19 40 10 - anne-marie.bernard@spotimag
- CNES - Sandra Laly, 33 (0)1 44 76 77 32, sandra.laly@cnes.fr - Gwenaelle Verpeaux, 33 
gwenaelle.verpeaux@cnes.fr
 
Websites: www.spotimage.com/IPY - www.cnes.fr - www.legos.obs-mip.f
www.ipy.org
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